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INTRODUCTION ABOUT TRANSPORT SYSTEM

• The transport industry has gained a vital place in the global network system and is one of the most important components

of the tourism infrastructure. It now becomes easier for people to travel from one place to another because of the various

modes of transportation available.

• The earliest forms of transportation in the ancient times were animals on land and sails on the sea. Travel development

from the need to survive, to expand and develop trade to far off countries, and the hunger to capture new lands and territories.

This was followed by the use of steams and electricity in the nineteenth century followed by internal combustion engines.

• Aircraft with the jet engines were introduced in the 1950s. With the development of technology, travel became faster and

more and people could travel around the globe.Since tourism involves the movement of people from their places of residence

to the places of tourist attractions, every tourist has to travel to reach the places of interest. Transport is, thus, one of the major

components of the tourism industry. To develop any place of tourist attraction there have to be proper, efficient, and safe

modes of transportation.

http://tourismnotes.com/travel-tourism/


• Transportation is vital to tourism. Studies have shown that tourists spend almost 30 to 40 percent of their total 

holiday expenditure on transportation and the remaining on food, accommodation, and other activities. This 

aspect once again highlights the importance of transportation.

• A tourist can travel by a variety of means. The tourism professional, as well as tourist, should be aware of the 

various modes of transport available to reach the destination and at the destination.

• The various mode of transport can be broadly divided into the following three categories:-

• Air transport

• Land transport

• Water transport



AIR TRANSPORT
• Due to the growth of air transport in recent years, long-distance travel has become much simpler and affordable. Distance is 

now measured in hours and not in kilometers. The world has indeed shrunk and becomes a small village.

• The development of air transport mostly occurred after World War I and II. Commercial airlines were created for travelers. 

Because of increasing air traffic, the commercial sector grows rapidly. Before the World War II, Swissair already was carrying 

around 14-16 passenger between Zurich to London.

• The first commercial service was introduced by KLM, the Dutch Airlines, in 1920 between Amsterdam and London. 

Commercial air travel grew mostly after World War II. More facilities were introduced and there was more comfort in travel.

• Jet flights were inaugurated by Great Britain in the year 1952. In the year 1958 Pan American introduced the Boeing 707 

services between Paris and New York. Due to the introduction of jet flights, the year 1959 onward saw a tremendous increase 

in air traffic. The concept of chartered flights was also introduced during this year.

• Jumbo jets have revolutionized travel. A large number of people travel by air because of the speed, comfort, and economy 

in terms of time saved.

• The modern era, thus, is the era of mass air travel. After road transport, air travel is the most popular mode of travel, 

particularly for international travel. For the business travelers, air transport is more convenient as it saves their precious time 

and offers a luxurious and hassle-free travel. Many airlines nowadays offer special facilities to the business tourist such as 

Internet on board.



• There two types of airlines. These are following as:

• Scheduled

• Chartered

• Scheduled airlines operate as regular schedules. Chartered airlines or the non-scheduled airlines operate

only when there is a demand, mainly during the tourist seasons. The chartered flights work out cheaper than the

scheduled carriers as they are operated only when there is a high load factor. Chartered flights provide cheaper

packages to the destination such as Portugal and Spain.

• India receives more than 400 chartered flights, especially to Goa. Goa has a maximum number of chartered

flights coming in during the months of December to January.

• The International Air Transport Association (IATA) regulates international air travel. IATA has more than

105 major airlines of the world as its members. IATA regulates the price of tickets on different sectors of travel

in the world. The concerned government decides the domestic fares.

• The airfares are normally determined on the volume and the air travel demand in an area.

http://tourismnotes.com/international-air-transport-association-iata/


• The International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) is an intergovernmental organization established in the 

year 1945. Only the government of the country can become a member. The government has to enter into a 

bilateral agreement for the frequency of flights for operating commercial airlines between them.

• Airlines are classified into two broad categories namely small carrier and large carrier. The small carrier 

also known as commuter airlines have less than 30 seats. The larger carriers, also known as major airlines fly 

direct routes between the major cities and seat and seat 100 to 800 passengers.

• The recent boom in the aviation technology has certainly bought some new development to airlines industry. 

There has been a major change in the size of the aircraft.

• Every year there are a growing number of new airlines being introduced. Because of the growing number of 

new private airlines, there is stiff competition among them. This has resulted in a considerable reduction in air 

fairs and has boosted the growth of air traffic. To woo and attract customers, many airlines offer cheaper 

promotional fares such as excursion fares, group fares, and apex fares.

• Million of tonnes of cargo and mail are also handled by the air transport industry.



ROAD TRANSPORT

• Humans travel place to place in search of food in the primitive era. They tamed animals such as the dog, ox, 
horse, camel, reindeer, elephants, etc. for carrying the load and traveling. After the discovery of the wheel, 
humans developed the cart, the chariot, and the carriage.

• Until the seventeenth century, horses were used for traveling. Later on better roads were constructed and some 
of these roads developed into trade routes, which linked many countries. One of them is the Silk Route which 
was used for transporting silk from China to Persia and the Blue Gem road from Iran to Afghanistan and India.

• Today, the most popular and widely used mode of road travel is the automobile or the car. Road transport is 
dominated by the automobile, which provides views of the landscape and the freedom to travel. Tourist often 
travels with their entire family for holidays.

• To promote tourism, the vehicle required are coaches and tourist cars. Tourist coaches or buses are preferred 
for large tourist groups traveling together on a specified tour itinerary. Many tourists prefer to travel in comfort 
and privacy and hire cars. Cars of various makes and standards are available on a rental basis.
• Tourist also uses their own motorcar when holidaying. Cars and coaches carried long distance by train facility 
is also available in some countries.

• The car rental segment of the tourism industry is in a very advanced stage in foreign countries. The client can 
book a car, himself or through agents, and make it wait at the desired place at the destination. The client can then 
drive the car himself /herself on reaching the destination.

http://tourismnotes.com/travel-tourism/


RAIL TRANSPORT

• The railway is the most economical, convenient, and popular mode of travel especially for long distance

travel all over the world. The railroad was invented in the seventeenth century in Germany with wooden tracks.

The first steel rail was developed in the USA during the early 1800s. The railways revolutionized

transportation and mass movement of people seen in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

• The broad gauge lines account for more than 55 percent of the total network and carry 85 percent of total

traffic. The steam engines have been replaced by diesel and electric engines which have helped in increasing the

speed. Railways have promoted tourism by introducing a special tourist train.

• In Europe, the railway systems of six European countries have been clubbed to make rail travel easier for the

people of Europe. A rail passenger can buy a ticket in any one country of Europe and travel through six

countries. For the foreign tourists, Eurail Passes offer unlimited discounts travel in express trains for periods

ranging from a week to three months. In the USA, AMTRAK operates trains.



WATER TRANSPORT
• Humans have been traveling through water since time immemorial and carried good and people from one 

place to another. The boats progressed from the simple raft with some modifications and improvement and were 

first used around 6000 BC.

• Travel by ship was the only means for traveling overseas until the middle of the twentieth century. 

The Cunard Steamship Company was formed in 1838 with regular steamship services operating on the North 

Atlantic. During the World War I, in 1914 the operations of the steamship company had to be suspended. After 

the World War I, the steamship luxury liners were back to business till World War II.

• After the World War II, the large luxury liners again started their operations all over the world and carried 

passengers and holidaymakers. Some of the linear were very large accommodating up to 1000 passengers and 

had facilities like swimming pools, cinema halls, shops, casino, etc.

• The cruise lines are the new attraction among the tourist. The cruises are booked several months in advance 

for trips into the tropical and sub-tropical waters of the Hawaii, Caribbean, Mediterranean, etc. Water transport 

today plays two main roles in travel and tourism namely ferrying and cruising.

• Modern vessels such as the wave -piercing, the hydrofoil and the hovercraft are the over the water transport 

and used for short distance routes.

http://tourismnotes.com/cruise-tourism/
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• Water transportation is also used in riverboat travel. The Mississippi River has been a popular tourist river

since the first settlers came to the USA. Today, tourists enjoy two or three-day luxury trips along the river. In

Europe, the Rhine, winding through the grapes growing areas of Germany, offers similar leisure tourist trips.

• Motorized ferries and launches are used over rivers to transport tourists and locals, to transport vehicles, and
offer facilities such as car parking, restaurants, viewing decks, etc.



• ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF VARIOUS MODES OF TRANSPORT

Tourist has a wide variety of transport options available today. There are several advantages and disadvantages 

of all the model of transport. These are following as:

AIR TRANSPORT:- Direct root, high speed, quick service, social and political significance, luxurious travel 

are the advantages of air transportation.High cost, jet lag, unsuitable for heavy bulk cargo, accidents always 

fatal, international rule to be observed are the disadvantages of air transportation.

ROAD TRANSPORT:-Flexibility, reliable, door to door service, economical, supplements other modes of 

transport, quick transit for short distances are the advantages of road transport. Slow speed, carrying capacity 

limited, accidents, none- AC coaches not so comfortable, comfort depends upon the conditions of roads are the 

disadvantages of road transport.

RAILWAYS:-Long distance travel cheaper, carrying capacity large, dependable service, quicker than road 

transportation, ability to view scenery en route is the advantage of railways. Inflexible, unfit to hilly regions, 

difficulties in rural areas, dining car facilities not always available are the disadvantage of railways.

WATER TRANSPORT:-Economical, carrying capacity enormously, develops international and coastal trades 

are the advantages of water transport.



TRANSPORTATION AS AN ATTRACTION

• To attract customers as well as take them around an attraction, destination developers have used many forms 

of transport to move people around. These novel modes of transport ensure that major exhibits are viewed in a 

certain sequence and ensure that the crowd moves through at a reliable pace.

• Overcrowding should be avoided at all costs to prevent untoward incidents and to maintain the beauty of the 

place. Tourist can cover the entire park in a shorter duration with the help of these modes of transport.

• Transportation is the most crucial component of the tourism infrastructure. It is required not only for 

reaching the destination but also visiting the site and moving about at the destination. Variety in modes of 

transportation adds color to the overall tourism experience.

• Unusual forms of transportation are also an attraction such as the cable cars in hilly terrain, the funicular 

railway, or jet boating. The choice of mode of transport is vast and tourists can choose a mode to suit their 

budget. They can opt for scheduled or non-scheduled transport such as the hiring of vehicles, boats, coaches or 

trains so that they can travel with their group.


