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Shading is the part that makes a drawing go from a flat contour drawing to a 3 dimensional

illusion.
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There are many options for shading and each option will change the style of  your drawing.

Here are some of the basic ones, you can try them on a simple sphere design as a fun exercise.

You might also like: We need your drawings ! Grab your markers

We are interested in publishing your drawings and stories in the Big Picture Art Project, see

the video at the end of this post!

1.Cross hatching

https://paintingdemos.com/we-need-your-drawings/
https://thebigpictureartproject.com/
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With cross hatching you are drawing parallel lines, varying the direction of the lines and

layering them to obtain different intensity of shading.

I like to start by the lightest area and then add layers of cross hatching until I reach the

darkest area of the drawing.
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Here is an example of a drawing of Gargoyles on Notre Dame de Paris’s roof.
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You can also use cross hatching in your life drawings.

2.Hatching with parallel lines
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Hatching with parallel lines is the same as cross hatching, except you are making all the lines

go in the same direction. It is a bit more time consuming than cross hatching but can lead to

interesting results.
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3.Contour lines

Contour lines can be done in many different ways but basically the idea is to have the lines

follow the shape of what you are drawing. You can use contour lines for shading as in this

example:
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or just to describe the shape as in this example:
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Contour lines are working well on figure drawings. You also probably already seen many

drawings of hands with contour lines.
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I am a Blick Art Materials affiliate and I receive a small compensation for sales. That does not effect in any way

the cost of the purchaser’s order but it helps me keeping the content of this blog free.

Sakura Pigma Micron Pen

Pigma Micron pens are acid-free and archival, making them ideal for

any application requiring precision and permanance. Pigma ink is

derived from a single pigment to ensure color consistency, and is

fadeproof against sunlight or UV light. – Set of 6, Black

http://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/7644630/type/dlg/https://www.dickblick.com/items/20702-2069/
http://www.anrdoezrs.net/links/7644630/type/dlg/https://www.dickblick.com/items/20702-2069/
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4.Scribbles

Scribbling or scumbling is a fun way to shade a drawing and it goes fast!

Scumbling or scribble drawings shading works particularly well for portraits and still life.
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You might also be interested in: Fun and easy : Scribble drawings

https://paintingdemos.com/fun-and-easy-scribble-drawings/
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5.Strippling

Strippling is fun but it is very time consuming. I recommend you start by testing this

technique on a small size drawing until you get an idea of the time it takes 

https://paintingdemos.com/fun-and-easy-scribble-drawings/
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You can use different sizes of markers to make different sizes of dots when you are using the

stripling technique.
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6.Zentangles and patterns

You can also use any pattern you would like for shading including zentangle types patterns.

Just evaluate how dark a pattern will be and fill the area corresponding to this shade with

your zentangle pattern.
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To look for zentangles and patterns ideas, you van browse my board on Pinterest: Zentangle

and patterning inspirations

 

If you have some drawings you like that will tell a bit of a story about you, 

we would love to publish them  on our collective art project: The big

Picture.

https://www.pinterest.com/paintingdemos/zentangle-and-patterning-inspirations-id%C3%A9es-de-zen/
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Black on White and White on Black
1 comment • a year ago

Lucy Jordan — Beautiful and atmospheric.

Between Drawing and Painting – part 2
2 comments • a year ago

Sandrine — Thanks Aislinn :) Feel free to share
pictures of your drawings here if you try some of
these techniques.

loosen up your ink portraits
5 comments • a year ago

Aino Shperber — So lovely! Want to do this -
your posts are always inspiring Sandrine.

Classy handprinted Christmas cards in black
and gold
3 comments • 2 months ago

Sandrine Pelissier — Ok, I think it is back now !
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