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What is archaeology

 Study of ancient sites & objects to learn about past

- geographical areas & landscapes

- types of human made objects, such as pottery, coins or 

writing materials

- types of human buildings & earthworks

- organic materials such as human remains, wood, pollen etc





DEFINITIONS
 Studies the story of man’s past through his material remains

 Greek word- Archaios- Ancient / Arche- beginning / Logos –
theory or science

 ‘archaeology is essentially a method of reconstructing the past 
from the surviving traces of former societies’

 it is a branch of learning that is concerned with the material 
vestiges of man, ‘everything made by human beings from simple 
tools to complex machines from the earliest temples & tombs to 
palaces, cathedrals & pyramids’

 Leonard Cottrell- it is a continuing story ‘ which begins with the 
first appearance of man on earth & will only end with the final 
extinction of the species’ 



 Glyn Daniel- ‘archaeology deals with everything from Eoliths to 
time capsule & covers such an enormous field that much of it is 
dealt with in specialist studies such as history of art & 
architecture’

 Able to probe farther back & study human history even prior to 
the time of the written records

 Gordon Childe – ‘period covered by written record is at best one 
hundredth part of the time during which men have been active in 
our planet. Archaeology surveys a period a hundred times as long’

 ‘About one percent of human past can be studied through written 
documents . The remaining 99% has left no written record & this 
is outside the bounds of documentary history. The 99% of human 
past is the main subject matter of archaeology’ 

 Study of human culture through material remains



 Greatest achievement of archaeology have been in the study 

of pre & proto history, where it is the sole source of 

knowledge


